CHAPTER   IX
Utk August, l^
Starting at 7 o'clock on the morning of Saturday the 14th, and covering
a distance of Smiles, I entered Nagpur city at lOhours. The path is through
tough black clays and passes through jungle. It is not rocky. Land is flat
on both sides of the path as far as I can see. A big stream Naguleru has to
be crossed in front of Nagpur. Seethabuld is an area in Nagpur. The
Resident lives here in his mansion located in a garden. There are several
residences, shops and gardens around the Resident's house. One Veera-
swamy Mudaliar a resident of Madras is a writer in the Post Office here. I
obtained his assistance just as I obtained the assistance o f the Commissariat
Manager Ramaswami at Hyderabad and obtained accommodation at
Mothibagh, a convenient bungalow located in a garden. The kingdom
of Nagpur was originally in the possession of kondarajulu (hill-chieftains) from
ancient times. These chieftains made the forest their base and relying on
hills and the forts in the area they have been enjoying the kingdom; they have
been preventing even travellers from entering their land behaving as biped
cattle. 200 years ago, one Punaha Srlmantha was gifted away this kingdom
by king Shahu. As the ancestors of Buddoji were relations of king Shahu,
the relations of Buddoji were asked to conquer the ' Kondarajus J and serve
under the command of Srimanta. The ancestors of Buddoji conquered
the region around Nagpur. Slowly thereafter the kondarajus were subjugated
completely and Nagpur was made the capital of the new kingdom. Another
branch of the relations of king Shahu entered South India conquered
Tanjavuru (Tanjore) area and started ruling over it. The family of this
king Shahu is called the Bhosala family. The city of Satara is the capital
of king Shahu. The daughter of \htpadusKa1 of Delhi fell in love with king
Shahu and desired to wed him but king Shahu was assassinated by thepadusfia
of Delhi. This princess then brought up the son of Shahu-raja and made him
the king of Satara with her support. Sometime thereafter, one of his
descendants did not have sons and so the kingdom was gifted away to a
dependent brahmin. After conquering the kondarajus, the king desired that
the brahmin to whom the land was gifted away should be obeyed by one
and all. This brahmin is Srimanta.
Buddoji is famous for his administration as well as for building up a
strong state. Raghoji, Buddoji's father hac] other sons and the kingdom
had been divided among the sons ; Buddoji then made Nagpur his capital.
Another son made Ghanda his capital Two others made Ratnapur and
Nandigrama their capitals. The English entered this kingdom in the time
of Buddoji and dabbling and interfering in the war-politics of his children
1.   Emperor or king.